
FIGHTING SUPEFibUQS 
For more than 30 years, 
doctors have used the 

To keep that from happening, you can 

-antibiotic vancomycin 
when all others have 
failed. Now vancomycin 
itself is starting to fail. 
More than half the 
strains of Enterococcus fae- 
cium, a bacterium that 
causes infections after Memo From MFJ 

surgery, are resistant to it. 
Enter S ercid, a new antibiotic that was 

approved * t e Food and Drug Admin- 
istration in September. In about half the 
cases, Synercid works when other anti- 
biotics-including vancomycin-don’t. 

But bacteria have already started to 
become immune to Synercid. 
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puollc’s nealth. ‘l’he Eurouean Unlon has 

sensibly banned antibiotics used by 
humans from animal fee4 a decision m- , 
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